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Why are Christians given a hard time? 
• 1 Peter 4:3-4 – Christians no longer participating in local cultural 

norms
• The locals take this as astonishing and seem to be mostly

• Questioning the sanity of Christians
• Taking offense at the division this causes within the community
• Wondering what this means when it comes to Christians fulfilling their community 

responsibilities

• This still happens today as Christians live by a different moral code of conduct
• People therefore question us

• Why do we have this code and is it really good? 
• Are we judging those that do not follow the code and labelling them “bad people” that 

only do bad things? Which is not their experience or true

• So, how can we be “in the world but not of it?”
• Consider the development of Christian understanding about food sacrificed to idols in 

Acts 15:20,29; 21:25; 1 Cor 8; 10:23-33
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Why are Christians given a hard time? 
• 1 Peter 4:15 – But do not suffer as a murderer etc

• The reality is we all act badly and do dumb stuff for which we justly deserve 
some push back
• Jesus says calling your brother an idiot is as bad a murder, have we ever done this?

• Evil doing can be related to the way we do business, express our outrage at someone 
elses incompetence, the way we talk about others, what we consume on media, and of 
course the way we behave towards race, creed, sex and gender

• And meddlesome behaviour? The way we think about others and post things or share 
things on facebook could fit here quite well

• So sometimes we deserve a bad rap. Perhaps before we complain 
about the other person we should judge our own behaviour and take 
the log out of our own eye 
• 1 Peter 4:17 for it is time for judgement to start with the house of God…
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Why are Christians given a hard time? 

• 1 Peter 4:16 – If you suffer as a Christian, do not consider it a disgrace
• We have a family name “Christian” and unfortunately this is not always held 

up as a holy name to have due to some pretty bad behaviour
• Christians have been (and still are) complicit with unjust wars, sexual abuse, corporal 

punishment, slavery, murder, political intrigue, social engineering, colonization, white 
supremacy, the election of Donald Trump and a series of racist, sexist, abusive policies 
etc in nearly every jurisdiction across the world

• Individual persons have also experienced much of these injustices in their own lives with 
often tragic outcomes and deep spiritual and psychological wounds 

• When the world gives Christians a hard time for these actions done in 
our name, perhaps they have a legitimate cause to be upset and treat 
us with disdain as per point 2.
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• https://www.papalencyclicals.net/nichol05/romanus-pontifex.htm
• Romanus Pontifex: January 8 1455 pope Nicholas V
To the King of Portugal I grant the right …to invade, search out, capture, 
vanquish, and subdue all Saracens and pagans whatsoever, and other 
enemies of Christ wheresoever placed, and the kingdoms, dukedoms, 
principalities, dominions, possessions, and all movable and immovable 
goods whatsoever held and possessed by them and to reduce their persons 
to perpetual slavery, and to apply and appropriate to himself and his 
successors the kingdoms, dukedoms, counties, principalities, dominions, 
possessions, and goods, and to convert them to his and their use and profit

• https://gravityleadership.com/podcast/critical-race-theory-with-
nathan-cartagena-pt-2-white-supremacy-in-the-us/
• With Dr Nathan Cartagena

• https://tinangata.com/2019/06/01/james-cook-and-the-doctrine-of-
discovery-5-things-to-know/
• Written by Tina Ngata
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Why are Christians given a hard time? 

• 1 Peter 4:16 – If you suffer as a Christian, do not consider it a disgrace

• So what can we do?
• Deny we have anything to do with those sinners and call ourselves Jesus 

followers or some other name?
• Become secret Christians and let our light shine only in the darkness of our 

cupboards at home?
• Repent for the sins of our past and the pain people are experiencing in the 

present identifying with those that suffer, and perhaps offer to carry that pain 
with them just like Daniel, and Jesus

• So, we are not called to defend Christianity or Christians, but to 
promote the good news of the Gospel (lets know what that is)
• 1 Peter 4:17 for it is time for judgement to start with the house of God…
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The Gospel?

• 2 Corinthains 5:18,19,21
• All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 

the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in 
Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us 
the message of reconciliation…God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
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The Gospel?

• Ephesians 2:14-22

• For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed
the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with
its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both
of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He
came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who
were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

• Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with
God’s people and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him
the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the
Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which
God lives by his Spirit.
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Why are Christians given a hard time? 
• 1 Peter 3:13 – ….those who do not obey the gospel of God?

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 1 Cor 1:18
• The Gospel itself can be divisive as it calls people to turn their lives around 

and face God. The mere nature of this may cause offense and enmity
• The Gospel also challenges hierarchies and power structures and human 

rights abuses so will be indeed offense to governments and individuals alike

• So what can we do?
• Continue to present the Gospel as the life giving hope of the world with all 

grace and faith
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. (Eph 2:8-9)

1 Peter 4:17 for it is time for judgement to start with the house of God…
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Why are Christians given a hard time? 
• 1 Peter 3:13 – who will harm you if you do good?
• 1 Peter 4:19 - …and do good.

• Actually not everyone will experience what we do for them as good. 
• For example economists discovered the ultimatum game
• People can experience our good as condescending, patronising, unfair, 

disempowering, etc. You may experience that in small ways too when people are 
quick to give you advice rather than waiting to listen to what you are saying. 

• Sometimes this goes back to point 2 and 3 for people

• So what can we do?
• Repent for the sins of our good intentions but bad behaviour
• Discuss with others about what does “doing good for them” actually look like
• Practice goodness in such a way

1 Peter 4:17 for it is time for judgement to start with the house of God…
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Why are Christians given a hard time? 

• 1 Peter 4:19 - …Trust our great Creator and do good.
• There are many reasons we might be on the end of someones displeasure 

and bad behaviour

• Jesus says turn the other cheek (Luke 6:29 cf Lam 3:30)

• The scripture reiterates that God will look after us

• And in the mean time let us Love one another dearly

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesian 2:10)

• So what can we do?
• 1 Peter 4:17 for it is time for judgement to start with the house of God…
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Lamentations 3:25-33

The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who
seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.

It is good for a man to bear the yoke while he is young.

Let him sit alone in silence, for the LORD has laid it on him.

Let him bury his face in the dust — there may yet be hope.

Let him offer his cheek to one who would strike him, and let him be
filled with disgrace.

For no one is cast off by the Lord forever. Though he brings grief,
he will show compassion, so great is his unfailing love.

For he does not willingly bring affliction or grief to anyone.
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Why are Christians given a hard time? 

• We cannot control others behaviour, but we can do something about ours.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 1 Corinthains 5:21
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